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Sacred Heart Statue . 


This statue, Ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


wae Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ili. 


“| Pray the Mass” by Father Hoever, S. O. Cist. 


A complete Sunday Missal, in large, clear type, printed in red and 
’ black. Contains the Mass for all Sundays and Holydays, Nuptial Mass, 
Mass of St. Joseph, and other prayers and devotions. Also a spiritual 
thought for each Sunday and for the week. Revised text of the New 
Testament throughout. A practical guide makes following the Mass 
easy. 125 drawings. 448 pages. 5x3% inches. : 

School edition: Black or white, leatherette, round corners, red edges ......... ae OS 
“Black durotex, red edges, title and design in gold on front cover .......................  -50 
For Men in Service: Khaki or blue durolea binding; flexible, gold design and title .50 

_ Por 30¢ additional, a handsome folder with pockets for missal and rosary 
may be obtained in Khaki or black with navy binding. 

















Black cloth, red edges, gold title and design -70 
Black or white, imitation leather, red under gold edges 1.10 
Genuine black seal grain leather, red under gold edges 1.50 
DeLuxe black morroco leather, hand tooled border on inside covers .............. aire 329.00 
DeLmxe edition, with silk moire or genuine leather lining 3.50 


ORDER FROM: — Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri 





Conception Seminary and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 
A Seminary for students for the Priesthood and Classical 
- High School conducted by the Benedictine Fathers. Special 
attention given to young men of moderate means who wish to 


prepare for the Priesthood. 
Send for free booklet. 
The Reverend Dean 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 





ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section. 


11038, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years, 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri,‘ under a 
Benedictine Father. 
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offered for Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 











One Subscription 
Choice of one of the following booklets: “Sweet Sacrament, We 
Thee Adore”; “The Divine Drama”; ‘Devotion to Mary.” ‘OR: — 


A beautiful picture of Mary as a Queen seated on a throne and 
holding the Infant Jesus. Sepia print with full figures. 9x14in. OR: 


Scheyern Cross — This is a small metal Cross which has been 
touched to a relic of the True Cross and endowed with the Papal 
indulgence. Size 2 inches. An explanatory leaflet accompanies each 
Cross. OR: — 


Beautiful Lithographed Christmas Folders in rich color effects and 
liturgical designs embodying true Christmas sentiments. For one 
subscription you may have your choice of 4 exquisite folders, vellum 
paper, or if you prefer, 3 of parchment. 


Two Subscriptions 
Prayer book — “Golden Links’’ — a complete vest-pocket size 
prayer book with all the ordinary prayers, Mass devotions, eleven 
litanies, and many beautiful prayers in honor of the Blessed Trinity, 
the Holy Ghost, Our Lord, the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and other 
saints. Small print. Black cloth binding. 347 pages. OR: — 


7 lovely Christmas Folders — For two subscriptions we will give 
the beautiful Christmas folders described above, 4 of vellum paper and 
3 of parchment. 


Three Subscriptions 
Prayer book — The handy prayer book de- 
scribed above but in a better binding. 


Five Subscriptions 
A real Ebony Crucifix, with beveled edges. 
Light in weight, so that it can be easily held by 
a sick person, or it may be hung on the wall. 
Size 7% inches. 


Please Mention Premium Desired 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory . 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation . 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 





Vol. 38 August, 1942 No. 4 





The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 


a) 


tie: aden, a peaceful passing away without painful 
agony, a blessed death of love, by which she was 
admitted into everlasting glory and to the Beatific 
Vision of God. The immaculately conceived Mother 
of God, who was not only free from the stain of original sin; but 
also passed sinlessly through the world, fittingly received with her 
sublime privilege of Divine Maternity also that of perpetual virginity. 
She was, likewise, on account of her pre-eminent merits, exempted from 
the universal law of decomposition of the human body, and, according 
to the acceptation of the Church, was taken soon after her death into 
heaven, where her most pure body was reunited with her soul and 
glorified together with it. 

“She died peacefully, gently, sweetly,” says Father Meschler, 
the beautiful ripened fruit detaches itself from the branch of the tree 
in the soft. morning breeze and glides silently into the grass, or as 
the flower which, at the kiss of the sun’s rays, opens its chalice, but 
at eventide droops its beautiful head on its stem; or as the perpetual 
light which consumes itself in the service of the Most High and is 
gently extinguished; or like precious incense wafted heavenward.” 





“ 
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A vehement longing for her Son and her God consumed Mary’s life. 
Divine love burned unceasingly in her heart and its ardor bore her 
soul aloft to the heavenly heights, to the Heart of her Son, which 
was the place of her repose. When at length the moment arrived 
which had been destined from all eternity to bear her to the bosom of 
the strong, living God, for whom her soul thirsted, like sweetest music 
sounded the Divine invitation: “Come, My Love, My Chosen One, 
and receive the crown prepared for thee eternally.” 

Thus Mary passed into eternity. Death robbed her neither of 
her beauty nor her dignity. An indescribable light surrounded her 
deathbed. The Apostles, who had gathered in Jerusalem, were wit- 
nesses of this blessed death, and, as tradition states, bore their beloved 
Queen to her grave early on the following morning. Thomas alone 
was absent. When he arrived shortly after, he begged to have the 
grave opened so that he might behold once more the beloved Mother 
of his Divine Lord. His wish was gratified, but great was the astonish- 
ment of the Apostles when they found that the body of the Blessed 
Virgin had disappeared and in its place were beautiful and fragrant 
lilies and roses. 

“Divine Love had robbed Mary of her mortal garment (her body), 
and her purity had robed her with the royal mantle of immortality,” 
says the spiritual writer, Hamon, “for it was not fitting that so chaste 
a body should see decomposition, the punishment of sins of the flesh.” 
Jesus had awakened His Mother from death, had granted her the glory 
of immortality, and clothed her with a beauty and radiance “fair as 
the moon, bright as the sun” (Cant. vi. 9). St. Peter Chrysologus 
says that Mother and Son were one flesh, and since a part of Mary’s 
virginal flesh had been glorified when Jesus ascended into heaven, 
it must needs be that the remaining portion which tarried in the grave 
after the death of Mary should follow also. Therefore the Mother 
of God is raised above all other creatures in heaven and is glorified 
above all. 

“Heaven rejoiced,” says St. Bernard, “because of the brightness 
of this new light which enhanced its glory, and was inundated by this 
stream of bliss.” How gloriously triumphant was Mary’s reception 
into the abode of light, to the radiant throne which Divine Love had 
prepared for the Immaculate Queen of heaven! The angels and all 
the saints with great rejoicing greeted their Mistress and their Queen, 
the Virgin Mother of God, who was presented with a heavenly crown 
by the hand of her Divine Son. 

The Holy Trinity had severed the chains which bound Mary to 
earth, for she had now fulfilled her mission of mothering the infant 
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Church after the ascension of Christ. She who was Queen of the 
Apostles had gone to enter that kingdom which they proclaimed in 
the whole world. She, who in order to raise up martyrs in the Church, 
had passed through the school of suffering and, beneath the Cross, 
had been given by the dying Savior as mother to mankind in the 
person of St. John, had departed from the earthly arena and gone to 
the home of eternal blessedness, where with loving solicitude she ever 
watches over her children still living in this valley of tears. The 
Queen of heaven and earth had been borne by angels to the realms of 
eternal bliss where God the Father received her as His Daughter, God 
the Son as His Mother, and God the Holy Ghost as His Bride. 

If, despite the glowing ardor of her love, the Son of God left 
His beloved Mother on earth for many years after His Death, His 
Sacred Heart did violence to Itself in order to leave His Church a 
guiding star, so that Mary as a tender Mother might watch over the 
first fruits of the Redemption, might teach, comfort and encourage His 
disciples in their apostolate of carrying the Gospel of Christ to all 
the world. “But at last,” says St. Jerome, “the heavenly fire of love 
consumed Mary as a holocaust. The supernatural impulses of her soul 
elevated it with incomprehensible facility to unite her ever more 
intimately with the Heart of her beloved Son, and therefore, Jesus 
exalted her, glorified her and crowned her in heaven.” “My God,” 
cried St. Augustine, “by love one seeks Thee, by love one finds Thee, 
by love one rises to Thee, by love one possesses Thee and by love one 
rests in Thee.” 

Mary is crowned Queen of the heavenly court. Heaven and earth 
exult with joy. Yes, Mary, the Mother of God and the Mother of men, 
is adorned with bridal garments and clothed with the mantle of glory. 
All generations shall call her blessed, as she herself prophesied, for 
she is the strong woman who ever crushes the head of the serpent, 
who triumphed on the day of her Immaculate Conception and on the 
day of the birth of her Son, who will triumph over the wickedness 
of the world throughout all ages. As a luminous star she is set between 
time and eternity. As Mother of the Savior, Mary unceasingly implores 
mercy for the redeemed, and, offering the Precious Blood of Christ 
to the Heavenly Father by her pure hands, conveys the graces which 
stream from the Holy Spirit, into the wounded hearts of men. O Mary, 
thou art our Mother! We confide in thee. But thou art also our 
Queen! Reign not only over us, but over all souls. May thy kingdom 
be extended over all the world, O Ever-Blessed Virgin, that thou mayest 
lead back to thy Son the children of men who have gone astray. May 
the kingdom of Jesus come through thee! Through Mary to Jesus! 
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St. Bernard, the “HHoney-Mouthed” 
Doctor of the Church 


CWS CHI CHD 


AINT BERNARD, the prodigy of sanctity and eloquence 
of the 12th century, and one of the great ornaments of 
the Benedictine Order, was born of noble parentage at 
Fontaines, in Burgundy, in the year 1091. At birth he 
was offered to God by his pious mother, and afterwards 
was taken to the church and consecrated to the service 
of God as was the Prophet Samuel. Considering that 
the child. belonged not to her, but to God, Bernard’s 

mother -took special .care of his education. She sent her young son 

to Chatillon on the Seine, where he pursued a course of studies designed 
to prepare him for the priesthood. The quickness of his mind and 
his progress in his studies astonished his teachers. But even in those 
tender years his outstanding virtues drew attention, for he always 
appeared recollected and engaged in interior prayer. Modesty seemed 
to clothe him as a garment, and his love of chastity caused him to 
keep his senses in constant restraint so that he was never moved by 
levity or curiosity, and though temptations were not wanting, he,;never 
suffered the purity of his soul or body to be sullied.';He was obedient 
and amiable towards all. i 
When Bernard was nineteen years old, his.mother, who on account 
of her great charity and many virtues had the reputation of being a 
living saint, passed to her eternal reward. Bernard then left off his 
studies and returned to the castle of Fontaines, near Dijon, the place 
of his birth. Being now hisi.own mastery, he made his appearance in 
the world ;with all the qualities — viyacity, of wit, affability, sweetness 
of temper, physical charm and cultivated genius— that could make 
him loved by it, .But realizing the- snares and dangers.of the world, 
Bernard began to think of, retiring to the monastery of Citeaux, recently 
founded by. Robert of Molesme, which aimed at the restoration of 
primitive Benedictine observance. He fluctuated for a time in his mind, 
but having one day visited a church and earnestly asked God for 
guidance, he arose from his prayer with a fixed resolution of embracing 
the, severe life of the Cistercians. His brothers and friends, however, 
endeavored to dissuade the young nobleman, but, instead, Bernard 

spoke so eloquently of the life that his four brothers, his uncle and a 

number of other noblemen, to the number of thirty, after settling their 

worldly affairs, accompanied him io Citeaux to seek admission and 
embrace the monastic life. Later his youngest brother, Nivard, fol- 
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lowed Bernard to Citeaux, so that of the entire family, there then 
remained in the world only his old father and his sister, Humbeline. 
St. Bernard was at‘ that time twenty-three years old. J 

After the year of their novitiate, Bernard and his companions made 
their profession before the saintly Abbot Stephen in 1114. With the 
perfect sacrifice of himself and-the disengagement of his heart from 
all creatures, Bernard set about all his monastic exercises with extra- 
ordinary zeal. He performed his share of the manual labor, harvesting 
the corn and clearing the land as one of the best of the helpers, but 
while his hands were busy with any task, his soul was occupied with 
God in fervent prayer. The peace, humility and fervor of his soul 
seemed painted on his countenance, though his face was pale and 
emaciated as a result of his austere penances. Moreover, he was almost 
constantly afflicted with some corporal infirmity. Through rigid fasting 
his stomach, even at that early period, would not digest solid food. 
His practice of mortifying his senses became by habit a custom, and 
by custom was’ almost changed into nature, so that after a year’s novi- 
tiate Bernard did not know whether the top of his cell was covered 
with a ceiling, nor whether the oratory had more than one-window, 
though it had three. His love for holy poverty was also‘ remarkable. 

In 1115, two years after Bernard entered the. monastery, Abbot 
Stephen, observing the great progress he*had made in the spiritual life 
and his extraordinary ability for any undertaking in which the honor of 
God was concerned, appointed him abbot of a new house to be founded 
at Clairvaux, in the diocese of Langres. In a short time the reputation 
of the sanctity of this house and its abbot became widespread and the 
number of monks increased rapidly. Bernard’s aged father also joined 
the community and received the habit at the hands of his son. At the 
saint’s death, seven hundred monks were under his rule in this house. 
Besides Clairvaux, Bernard founded one hundred and sixty other mon- 
asteries, all of which increased in numbers, so that at the time of the 
suppression of monasteries in Britain, eight hundred of the suppressed 
monasteries were subject to Clairvaux as branches of a mother tree. 
He also founded at Billette a monastery for nuns of his Order, and 
his sister, Humbeline, now also ranked among the saints, embraced 
the life in 1124. 

Though charged with the office of abbot, humility made the saint 
sincerely regard himself as utterly unworthy and incapable of admonish- 
ing others. But where the interests of God were concerned, the ardor 
of his zeal and charity opened his mouth and he poured forth words 
so eloquent, so tender, so full of charity and humility, that they inflamed 
the coldest hearts. So great was his reputation for learning and piety 
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that rulers at variance with one another sought him out to have their 
differences settled by him. Bishops referred to him the most important 
affairs of their sees; popes, likewise, sought his advice, while the 
people in general regarded him with profound veneration on account 
of his sanctity. Many remarkable conversions of great princes as well 
as of worldly-minded prelates were brought about by St. Bernard. In 
a schism occurring at the death of Pope Honorius II, in 1130, a faction 
of the College of Cardinals attempted to invest the worldly Cardinal 
Peter with the supreme authority of the papacy, under the name of 
Anacletus, in opposition to the rightfully chosen Innocent II, who was 
a worthy incumbent of the Chair of St. Peter. St. Bernard induced the 
rulers and people of the various countries supporting the schismatic 
pope, to give their allegiance to Innocent II, and brought about a 
happy ending of the schism. Several times St. Bernard refused the 
honor of appointment as bishop and archbishop. 

The saint exerted himself in preserving the purity of Catholic 
doctrine and belief by strenuously opposing the false teachings found 
in the writings of Peter Abelard and Arnold of Brescia, and confuted 
them along with other heretical teachings. The works of the saint are 
a standing monument to the erudition and eloquence with which he 
opposed the fatal abuse of human reasoning in the realms of scholastic 
theology, which caused shipwreck to many great men dominated by 
a passion for discussion and a spirit of independence. . 

In 1134 the Christians of the East were in great distress. Edessa 
had fallen into the hands of the Turks, and Jerusalem and Antioch 
were threatened with a similar disaster. The Bishops of Armenia peti- 
tioned the Pope for aid, and the latter commissioned St. Bernard to 
preach a new crusade to endeavor to rescue the holy places. In response 
to his eloquent words, the King and Queen of France, and many princes 
and lords, prostrated themselves before the saintly Abbot of Clairvaux 
to receive the Crusader’s Cross at his hands. 

After stirring up the zeal of the people in France, St. Bernard 
went to Germany where his preaching had similar effects and was 
marked with extraordinary success. Miracles were multiplied at almost 
every step in confirmation of his words, and contributed no doubt to 
the success of his mission. However, the Crusade itself met with failure, 
due to the misconduct and perfidy of those taking part, to lack of 
discipline and over-confidence on the part of the leaders, to the intrigues, 
avarice and treason of the Christian nobles. The unfortunate expedition 
raised a great storm against St. Bernard because he had seemed to 
promise success. He insisted that the finger of God was visible in 
the chastisement of the sins of the Christians, for his assurance of success 
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was based on the confidence he placed in the Divine mercy in granting 
a blessing upon an enterprise undertaken for the Divine honor, but like 
the Hebrew people on their way to the Promised Land, the sins of the 
people themselves had brought misfortune and misery. St. Bernard’s 
last years were greatly saddened by the failure of this Crusade. 

St. Bernard’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin was one of his prin- 
cipal titles to glory, for he was the herald of the Heavenly Queen, 
the most fervent proclaimer of her beauty and glory, the enthusiastic 
preacher of her incomprehensible prerogatives, the honey-mouthed 
chanter of her virtues. With in- 
effable tenderness and ardent piety, 
in his prayers, his ‘books, -his 
sermons, he proclaimed the varied 
greatness of Mary. When he spoke 
of Mary the emotions of his heart 
seemed to encompass all the tender 
sentiments of her most devoted 
clients so that the words that fell 
from his lips in her praise kin- 
dled a mighty flame of love and 
veneration in the hearts of all his 
hearers. An excerpt from a ser- 
mon on the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin evidences the mov- 
ing eloquence of St. Bernard when 
his theme is Mary: — 

“We have accompanied thee with 
all our prayers when thou didst 
= ascend towards thy Son, and we 

“O clement, O loving, 0 sweet have at least followed thee at a 

Virgin Mary!” distance, O Blessed Virgin! May 

thy goodness make known to the 

world the grace bestowed on thee by God. Obtain by thy holy prayers 

the forgiveness of the guilty, health for the sick, strength for weak souls, 

consolation for the afflicted, help and deliverance for those in peril. 

O Mary, Queen of clemency, on this joyful solemnity may thy humble 

servants who praise and invoke thy sweet name, be overwhelmed with 

graces by Jesus thy Son, our Lord, who is the Sovereign God, blessed 
throughout all ages.” 

His meditations on the Salve Regina surpass all others in unction. 
To him are attributed the words, “O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin 
Mary!’’ with which the Church concludes this anthem. — It is said that 
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he uttered these invocations when in a rapture in the church of Spires. 

St. Bernard’s mind and heart were steéped in the Scriptures, and 
his literary works are the expression of the interior illumination of 
a favored soul, of a prince of the contemplative life and a mystical 
expert in Holy Scripture. An acute critic says of him, “He was a 
born preacher, spirited, pleasing, moving.” In St. Bernard’s works 
one finds a steady, almost unconscious exposition of Catholic faith in 
its widest sense. The ardent devotion which marks every page of his 
sermons reveals the fire and piety of this great saint. All inflamed 





The Death of St. Bernard 


with love of God, he exclaimed in one of his earliest writings: “You 
wish to teach me how and why we should love God. I answer you: 
The motive for loving God is God Himself, and the measure with which 
to love Him is to love Him without measure.” His writings are always 
inspiring and stimulating, but above all when he treats of the Word 
made flesh, or of the Virgin Mother. 

The miracles attributed to St. Bernard are almost countless. Geof- 
frey, Bishop of Chartres, relates many miracles of which he was an 
eyewitness. On one occasion St. Bernard blessed some loaves of bread 
and stated that the truth of the doctrine which he had been teaching 
would be confirmed by the fact that any sick who should taste the 
bread would be cured. Accordingly a great multitude of sick were 
restored to health. On another occasion his visit and prayer instantly 
restored to perfect health a man who had been at the point of death. 

St. Bernard’s writings have been styled, “a stream from paradise.” 
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He is the great luminary and Doctor of the Church whose influence 
stamped upon the twelfth century the Christian character which dis- 
tinguishes it. Popes Alexander III and Innocent III styled him as 
“Doctor” in referring to him, but he was officially given the title of 
“Doctor of the Church” by Pope Pius IX. He is generally called 
“Doctor Mellifluus — the “Honey-mouthed Doctor,” a name given to 
him as early as the fifteenth century. 

St. Bernard died at Clairvaux on August 20, 1153, during the 
Octave of the Assumption, and his body was laid at the foot of the 
altar of the Blessed Virgin whose praises he had so well sung. He 


was canonized by Alexander III twenty-one years later, in 1174. 
; 
_lCaoCono 


A Grandprincess and a Crown 
CWI OWI CHD 


. OT and glowing, the August sun was beating down on 
Rome so that the crowds that usually thronged the Aven- 
tine piazza had sought shelter from its torrid rays in the 
sanctuary of their homes. The old palace Rispegghi on 
the cross street of the Via Salerna looked a little more 
wretched- and neglected than usual in the glare of its 

brightness. The tall man at the gateway who was trying with the help 

of glasses to decipher the inscriptions on the plates, sighed with an 
expression of disapproval as he murmured to himself: ‘Really, this is 
the abode of the famous sculptor whom I am to locate!” He followed 
the direction of the sign which read: “To the workroom — through the 
garden.”’ In the workroom, flooded with light, the visitor found, in the 
midst of models and blocks of marble and figures of Christ and the 

Madonna, a serious and silent man with deep blue eyes set below an 

angular forehead. “Professor Achtermann?” he queried. 

“Achtermann is my name.” 

“Prince Dogoljukov. Her Royal Highness, the Grandprincess 
Fedora Andrejevna, has sent me to announce her coming.” 

The sculptor made an almost Perens T Ie inclination of the head 
and quietly went on with his work. 

“In case preparations for her reception should be necessary... 
continued the prince, by way of suggestion, glancing about the dis- 
ordered studio. But the sculptor shook his head: ‘‘Nothing further is 
necessary. The grandprincess is welcome at any time.”’ 

When the visitor took leave, apparently somewhat perplexed and 
hurt, the sculptor gazed after him thoughtfully. ‘‘Hadn’t I better put 
things in order a little anyway?’ he said to himself. ‘After all, a 
grandprincess does not come every day. But as far as visitors of high. 
rank are concerned, this shedlike workroom has seen people of higher 
_ station than that.”’ Thus he reflected as he moved a footstool-and some 
jacks out of the way and picked up a few pieces of marble.- Should he 
bring in’ the armchair in which Pius IX had sat-two years‘ago, when 
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with devout admiration he had viewed his Mater Dolorosa? No, he 
had hung a cloth over it afterwards and had never taken it off again. 
The grandprincess would not need an armchair. If Crown Prince Fred- 
erick had preferred to sit on a footstool, the grandprincess could do so 
also. Since he had made the large Pieta group for the Cathedral of 
Muenster, his home city, more illustrious personages came to him than 
he cared for. He derived but little enjoyment from their visits. Not 
everyone could understand why he gave his chisel to no other work 
than that which would further the greater honor and glory of God. That 
anyone could become a skilled sculptor and live like a monk, or that 
anyone could chisel figures out of marble, making the work a prayer, 
was beyond the understanding of most people. But he had solemnly 
promised this at the feet of the Mother of God at the shrine of Telgte, 
when by the favor of an influential man he, a young carpenter, the son 
of a farmer, had been recommended to the famous artists under whose 
tutorship he had risen to fame. All his interior happiness, which he 
would not have exchanged for any other, depended on his remaining 
true to his vow, although he often had to suffer hunger in consequence. 


Life brings many changes, he admitted to himself. Once he had 
herded swine on his father’s farm; now he was unaffected by the visit 
of a grandprincess. He could easily guess the purpose of the Lady 
Fedora. She wished to see his Madonna, the image of the Queen of 
Heaven which he had sculptured as a companion statue to his Mater 
Dolorosa, The latter was the fashion in Rome now, so they had told 
him. But he did not care for admirers of his work; he needed someone 
who would buy. He was just then in as great straits as he had often 
been before. His resources were hardly sufficient to buy a piece of dry 
cheese in the restaurant. The large block of marble which he had him- 
self selected from the quarry of Carrara and had transported to Rome, 
had been expensive, and it had taken many workmen to bring it there. 
But, for all that, the work was a success, for it seemed as if the Blessed 
Virgin had herself guided the chisel. Every time he looked at the statue 
he felt penetrated by new and deep fervor and a blissful gratitude. 

The sculptor was suddenly aroused from his reverie as the glass 
door of the workroom swung wide and Prince Dogoljukov announced: 
“Her Royal Highness, Fedora Andrejevna!’’ The grandprincess surveyed 
the artist for a moment before she approached him and extended her 
hand. She held it so high that he would scarcely have needed to stoop 
to kiss it, but he took it as indifferently as he might have taken that of 
his housekeeper. The grandprincess was a little astonished, but tact- 
fully concealed her feelings. Mr. Achtermann was not exactly to her 
taste, and yet she liked him. She glanced about the room for a moment 
and then followed the sculptor, who, without much ceremony, walked 
toward the back of the workroom, where in the light of two corner 
windows stood a covered figure on a wide scaffolding pedestal. With 
loving care he drew aside the curtains, displaying the figure in its full 
splendor. The grandprincess started as if frightened and put her hand 


to her heart, for she who stood humbly before her in true majesty, with 


flowing mantle, a sceptre in her hand, and a crown on her slightly in- 
clined head, was truly a queen, —a noble lady, majestic and dignified, 
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a daughter of the royal house of David, sublime in the splendor of her 
power and greatness. 

The grandprincess of the house of the Romanovs somehow felt little 
and insignificant as she sat down on the wooden footstool. There was 
no pride in her now as her dark eyes devoutly scanned the marble image 
of the Queen of Heaven. She did not realize that involuntarily she had 
folded her hands as many others had done before her. Her heart was 
filled with a singular sweetness and awe. She could have wept. Speak- 
ing in a hushed voice as if she were in a church, she turned to the 
sculptor and asked: “‘Is this Madonna for sale?” He nodded calmly. 

“TI want to buy it,” she whispered. ‘Prince Dogoljukov will arrange 
the deal with you. But...” She paused in apparent confusion, then 
continued hesitatingly: ‘“‘There is one thing I would like to have 
changed. You know we of the Orthodox Church have a great ven- 
eration for the Blessed Virgin Mary, but not like you Roman Catholics. 
Our veneration is different from yours. The Church of Russia does not 
venerate her as queen. Such a devotion is not customary with us; we 
must, therefore, dispense with the crown. You understand?” 

But Wilhelm Achtermann did not understand. He looked straight 
into her eyes and said with determination: ‘Then I am sorry. The crown 
of Mary is not to be removed. A queen without a crown is no longer 
a queen, and Mary is the greatest of queens. She wears her crown 
justly. If not she, who does? Her Divine Son Himself has granted 
it to her. I cannot rob her of it. Neither can you.” . 

“But, my dear sir, if I remunerate you well...?” He shook his 
head: “‘I would sin against the Queen of Heaven. I could no longer 
pray the Salve Regina with an upright heart.” 

Then Fedora Andrejevna begged as she had not begged since her 
girlhood. But it was only to find out that it was useless. At last she 
sadly shrugged her shoulders and left the workroom. Wilhelm Achter- 
mann did the same as he accompanied her to the door. 

At noon, when he looked to see how much money he had in his 
purse, he found that it did not even suffice for a piece of dry bread. 
“T do not care,” he said to himself. ‘“‘I will gladly suffer want rather 
than to sacrifice my principles.” 


Three days later, on the eve of the Feast of the Assumption, the 
disorderly and dusty workroom in the wing of the garden of the palace 
of Rispegghi received another visit from the Prince Dogoljukov and the 
now submissive and humble Fedora Andrejevna, who, very much moved, 
held out both hands to Wilhelm Achtermann. ‘‘You are right,” she 
exclaimed. ‘I have considered it — Mary is a queen. She shall also 
be my queen. May I now have the statue...?’”’ And when, greatly 
touched, the sculptor bowed and took her hand, she whispered: “I 
believe. I also shall pray ‘Salve Regina.’”’ 

A year later, on the Feast of the Assumption, a veiled Fedora 
Andrejevna knelt at the foot of the high altar in the Church of Maria 
dell’ Anima and with quivering lips prayed the Creed of the Catholic 
Church. Her two children said it with her. At the right of the grand- 
princess stood Wilhelm Achtermann in his feast day best. She would 
not have it otherwise. 











A Sacred Calling 


Address given by the Most Rev. Aloisius J. Muench, D. D., Bishop of 
Fargo, at the Sectional Meeting for Farmers, Ninth Naticnal Eucharistic 
Congress St.Paul, ‘Minnesota, June 24, 1941. 


Fe 





MONG all classes of society, the farmer especially may hold 
himself to have been honored by Our Lord. Beginning His 
beautiful parable of the vine and the branches, He does not 
deem it to lower the exalted dignity of His Father to call 
Him a farmer: “Pater meus agricola est — My Father is 

a farmer” (John xv. 1). His teachings abound with references to and 

illustrations taken from farm life. He compared His kingdom to a 

vineyard, in the interest of which the manager went out to hire laborers. 

Again He compares it to a sheepfold of which He Himself is the Good 

Shepherd. A Christian’s life, dying to the things of this earth, is 
like a grain of wheat; the grain is placed into the ground to die, and 

“if it die it brings forth much fruit” (John xii. 25). The world is 

a vast field of grain, ripe for the harvest; but, alas, “the harvest is 

abundant but the laborers are few” (Matt. ix. 37). Thus, there is 
reference after reference to things of the farm to illustrate some point 

of His teaching. ; 

~* But above all things the Lord used the product of wheat and of 

grapes, bread and wine, for the institution of the august Sacrament 

of the Holy Eucharist. Bread and wine are the substances changed into 
the substance of the Body and Blood of our Blessed Savior. Their 
sense appearances are the carriers of the most precious gifts of Our 

Lord’s love to us. In the consecrated elements of bread and wine, 

Jesus Christ makes Himself present to be the spiritual food of men. 
He is the Bread that has come down from heaven, of which if men 

eat they shall not die. With good reason, then, has Christian tradition 
used the: sheaf of wheat and the vine with grapes, these precious 
products of the toil of a farmer, as symbols of the Holy Eucharist. 

Both adorn tabernacle and altar as symbols, to give vivid expression 
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to this great and loving mystery of our Catholic Faith; both play 
their part in beautifying Christian art and architecture; both enrich 
hymns and canticles composed to give honor to Our Lord in the Holy 
Eucharist. As he kneels in prayer before the tabernacle, the farmer 
particularly has reason to glory in all this and to give profound thanks 
to his Lord and Master for having honored his calling in so exalted 
a manner. The regard shown him for his work on the land ought to 
give him much encouragement. 

Respect for his calling had not alWays been accorded the farmer. 
The pride and bombast of cities looked down with disdain upon his 
work. In the face of this, “rural life became conscious of itself only 
to become ashamed of itself. The small farmer became apologetic. 
Rural living was something only to be endured.” (Boyle, Democracy’s 
Second Chance.) With derisive sneer, snobbish urbanites spoke of the 
farmer as a hick, a hayseed, a honyack. They knew not whereof they 
spoke. The farmer’s calling is a sacred calling. True, he does not wear 
a white collar as he goes out to his work; his face is begrimed by dirt 
as caressing winds press in on him while he follows the plow; his 
hard-horned hands give proof of the toilsome labor that is his on the 
farmstead. But, what a tremendous fallacy has laid hold of the minds 
of men that they have to come to think that fine clothes, powdered 
faces and dainty hands measure the true worth of man’s calling! The 
sacredness of the farmer’s calling rests on something more substantial 
than such external things. 

His is a sacred calling because he is a collaborator with God in 
continuing the work of His creation. In partnership with God he 
becomes to men a provider of the food, fiber and shelter they need. 
Let the farmer, then, no longer depreciate himself in his own eyes. 
His calling is among the noblest in all the world. The Lord considered 
it so, and the farmer must think of it in the same terms. With God 
he lives and works in the vast realms of His bountiful and beautiful 
nature. He is not one of the millions who in thick formations swarm 
through freedom-destroying factory gates. He is a freeman as he strides 
through his fields following a plow, or sowing his seed, or harvesting 
his crop. He breathes God’s free air uncontaminated by the dust and 
smoke of a factory town. He may lack some of the material things 
of city life. What does it matter? “There can be culture without 
comfort, beauty without luxury, machines without enslaving factories, 
science without worship of matter. Gigantic factories, office buildings 
rising to the sky, inhuman cities, industrial morals, faith in mass 
production, are not indispensable to civilization” (Carrel, Man, .the 
Unknown). ; 
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Let the farmer, then, think twice before he casts longing eyes 
cityward as though he could work out his salvation there in better 
fashion as a slave of some machine or as a white-collared serf working 
under some master in a bank, store, or office. No, indeed; as the 
farmer stands before his door after the day’s work is done and surveys 
all that is his, he has reason to give praise to God for the independence 
and liberty granted him by and through the soil he calls his own. 
When hard times come and city dwellers, with harassed minds and 
dejected hearts, take their places in a bread-line, the farmer can go 
to his well-stocked larder for bread and meat, and other good things 
which a provident homemaking farm wife has stored away. 

In such days particularly the farmer has reason to regard him- 
self with a high sense of self-respect, — self-respect based upon the 
independence and freedom that is his. In dark days when all the 
world is clutched by material distress he may give thanks to God in 
deep humility of heart for the noble calling that has come to him. 
He is not a hapless white-collared worker who with his job has lost 
his personality; he is not a rebellious factory hand who has become 
an insignificant nobody in the great multitude of jobless, propertyless, 
landless, homeless proletarians. In such an hour the farmer has reason 
indeed to give thanks to God that he was called to till the soil; reason 
to offer up to his Eucharistic Lord the many sacrifices he must make 
on account of long hours of work, the loneliness of isolation, the lack 
of material comforts, or even of-near-by facilities to practice his religion. 

In truth, the farmer’s calling is one that must command respect. 
Much knowledge and much skill are required to manage well a farm- 
stead with its land and fences, barns and granaries, tools and machinery. 
Farming is among the greatest of human arts. The farmer must be 
an artisan and a craftsman; a capitalist, financier, manager, and worker; 
a producer and seller. He must know soil and seed, poultry and cattle; 
he must know when to till the soil, cultivate his fields, and harvest his 
crops; he must know how best to combine and utilize his capital and 
his labor; he must know markets, when to buy and when to sell. Few 
occupations require such a combination of knowledge, skill and ex- 
perience as farming. The varied functions of a farmer require not 
merely a man of brawn but also a man of brain. Certainly it is not 
a calling for every man. 

In the presence of his Lord the farmer should recall all this, not 
in senseless vainglory or in sinful pride, but in grateful appreciation 
of the calling that God gave him as a tiller of the soil. Praise and 
thanksgiving should rise in his heart as he reflects on the high regard 
the Lord showered on him and his work. To be continued. 
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What Wilt Thou? 





HE BOOK of Esther relates how a certain man, named 
Aman, whom King Assuerus had advanced to a place of 
honor and before whom all the King’s servants were obliged 
to bend their knee, became enraged because Mardochai, the 
foster father of the Queen, failed to pay him this mark of 
esteem, and obtained from the King a decree to destroy the 
whole Jewish nation dwelling within the confines of the 
King’s provinces. The sentence of death had been published and proclaimed 
abroad and the day had been set for putting the people to death. But 
Queen Esther, putting on her royal apparel, entered into the inner court, 
and when King Assuerus saw her standing before him, she found favor in 
his eyes. He extended to her the golden sceptre which he held in his 
hand,.and she drew near and kissed the. top of the sceptre. And the King 
said to her: “What wilt thou, Queen Esther? What is thy request? If 
thou shouldst even ask one half of the kingdom, it shall be given to thee.” 
Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor in thy sight, O King, and 
if it please thee, give me my life for which I ask, and my people which I 
request. For we are given up, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be 
slain, and to perish.” The King, persuaded by Queen Esther’s plea, rescinded 
the decree against the Jews and they were delivered. (iii — vii.) 


Queen Esther is a prototype of the Blessed Virgin. Like Esther, the 
Queen of Heaven finds favor with Christ the King, both for herself and 
for all mankind. When she approaches His royal throne, Jesus extends 
to her the golden sceptre and signifies His readiness to grant her petitions, 
for through her perfect fulfilment of His will on earth, she has merited 
the favor of God. Therefore, Mary obtains all her requests from God. It 
is enough for her but to mention our needs to her Divine Son as once she 
spoke to Him of the wine failing at the marriage of Cana, when for her 
sake Jesus performed His first miracle. God is ever ready to grant her 
petition, and she is ever ready to hear us and intercede in our behalf. 








Novena Prayer ° 


AIL, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope; 
to thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we send 
up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn, then, most 
gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile 
show unto us the blessed Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, 
O sweet Virgin Mary! 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of 
the promises of Christ. Hail Mary, etc., three times. 


—— 


The Mother of Mercy 


S00 


E, on our part, are indeed justified in going confidently. 
to Mary, in relying on her with childlike trust, for Mary 
is the “Mother of Mercy.” Her compassionate heart will 
take pity on our miseries and necessities, and urge her 
to relieve them as if they were her own. Mary’s heart 
is an utterly compassionate heart because her heart and 

her love have been shaped by sorrow. During her whole life on earth, 
and above all at the foot of the Cross, Mary’s soul was wounded with 
compassion for her Son, whom she loved more than life itself. So even 
if the Blessed Virgin were not our Mother, she as Queen of Martyrs would 
be the ideal one in whom to confide our sufferings and our needs. And as 
Mary’s heart is so compassionate because she is the Queen of Martyrs, so, 
too, the hands she extends to help us are full of graces because she is the 
Treasurer and Dispensatrix of the infinite riches of her Divine Son. 


Moreover, Mary is the mirror of the wisdom and holiness of God, 
and, knowing our necessities, her maternal heart yearns to help us. Mary 
loves us as her children, but she likewise loves us because she loves Jesus 
in us, for we are all beloved members of His Mystical Body. Mary loves 
us too, because Jesus loves us, for she loves all that her Divine Son loves. 
She once revealed to Saint Gertrude that whenever anyone called upon 
her in the words of the Salve Regina: “Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy toward us,” she could not refuse the request. How 
confidently, then, ought we to go to the Queen of Heaven. Yet, in doing 
so, it is not proper for us to wish to determine precisely the manner in 
which our prayers should be granted, for as St. Paul says, “We do not 
know what we should pray for as we ought” (Rom. viii. 26). But Mary 
knows and will obtain for us what is best. Confiding, then, in her wisdom 
and her goodness, let us recommend all our needs to her maternal heart, 
and leave to her the time and the manner of coming to our aid. 





Grateful Thanks to Our Lady 


MADE at home the novena in honor of the Assumption in conjunction 

with that offered in your three sanctuaries. At the time I was confined 

to the house with a case of arthritis of the spine and acute sciatica, and 

I asked for sufficient recovery to return to work. My prayers were answered, 

and’‘in thanksgiving I am sending a small offering.”” (Mr. S. D., Chicago, Ill.) 
Fuk Ae $2 hy. Faranwns ve. * 

Send us four petitions, to be placed on the High Altar during the Novena. 








My Petitions 
to the 


/Queen of Heaven 
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Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our Faithful knigbts of the Blessed 
Sacrament 


—&:4= 


OUBTLESS our dear readers are familiar with the term 
Knights of the Blessed Sacrament so often repeated in 
the pages of this magazine, and more particularly as 
it applies to the Knights of Columbus of Tucson, 
Arizona, who are also true Knights of the Blessed 
Sacrament, keeping nocturnal adoration each succeeding Friday night 
in the Chapel of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson. How often have 
we not spoken in glowing terms of the loyalty and devotion of the 
Tucson “Eucharistic Guard” of the Knights of Columbus to their 
beautiful title of Knights of the Blessed Sacrament! And it is fitting 
that we should do so, for these truly Catholic gentlemen have proved 
themselves worthy of bearing that title for a period of more than 
four years. 

It was in the year 1938 that the seeds of this Eucharistic devotion 
first began to germinate, with the organization of a group of forty 
men as the first members of the “Eucharistic Guard.” Since that time 
there have been three interesting, successive stages of the organization 
and its development: — 

1. Its timorous INCEPTION. What an amount of FAITH it required 
on the part of the first few exponents of the project to persuade others 
to pledge for something so unusual as nocturnal adoration, and even 
to become enthusiastic over it! Progress at first was rather dis- 
couraging, and as thé Feast of Corpus Christi drew near, when the 
nocturnal adoration was to be commenced, two of the men exclaimed: 
“We will start on THurspay night! We will start, even if we two 
have to remain in the Chapel alone all night!” 

2. Its gratifying DEVELOPMENT. The nocturnal adoration was 
STARTED; but sometimes when there were not sufficient adorers to 
cover the whole night, one or two of the men most especially devoted 
to the cause came for holy adoration for one hour, then slept in 
their car parked near by, requesting a subsequent adorer to call them 
for another hour during the early morning hours. Gradually these 
hidden sacrifices began to bear fruit; other men became interested. 
During the First year, from June 17, 1938 to June 16, 1939, the 
number of nightly hours of adoration registered was 810. During the 
SECOND year, 819 hours of nocturnal adoration were registered, and 
during the THIRD year 931 hours, an increase of about 15%. One 
of the. visible fruits of the work, a great encouragement to those who 
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did not realize how many men were really devoting themselves to 
nocturnal adoration, was the enrollment in April, 1939 of eighty men 
by the Bishop of Tucson. The real enthusiasm for the cause of the 
Eucharistic Guard began from that first public ceremony, with its 
inspiring candlelight procession to the outdoor altar where each of 
the men received from his Bishop a badge signifying his Eucharistic 
affiliation. 

3. Its Magnificent succcess. The success of this outstanding 
spiritual activity of the Tucson Council of the Knights of Columbus 
has been praised by the Supreme Council. Other Councils in various 
states have sought information for similar undertakings. The following 
is an excerpt from a letter received by the Tucson Council from a 
fervent adorer in Chicago: 

Here in Chicago, a church which already has daily adoration is 
planning to have the Blessed Sacrament exposed all night. The pastor 
wishes to have four men on guard during the night hours, changing 
every hour, as you do in Tucson. We have watched the progress of 
your nocturnal adoration in Tucson over a period of years, through 
the magazine ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,”’ and are anxious to receive 
information on the method employed by the ‘‘Eucharistic Guard.” 

During the FOURTH year, from June 27, 1941 to June 4, 1942, 
the number of nocturnal adoration hours kept by the Eucharistic Guard 
in Tucson reached the 1,019: mark. One thousand hours spent in 
nightly adoration! What a spirit of sacrifice and generosity this 
reveals! And there is a noticeable increase in the number of adorers 
for the early morning hours — the hours really HARD for nature. 

Our Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, Arizona, is 
the only one in the United States where the nocturnal adoration is 
organized by the Knights of Columbus and the vigils are kept unbroken 
one night each week from 9 P.M. to 4 A.M. 

The “Captains” with the responsibility of contacting the weekly 
adorers are mostly Third Degree members. A noteworthy outgrowth 
of the Eucharistic Guard is the participation of Fourth Degree members 
of the Knights of Columbus as canopy bearers and Knights presenting 
arms, in the procession of reparation of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
held every third Sunday in the Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration. 
The accompanying photo shows the close of the procession held on 
the third Sunday of May — the Knights of Columbus marching down 
the center aisle of the chapel, the priest and acolytes leaving the 
sanctuary. 

Though this praiseworthy project, started with so much trepidation 
in 1938, has met with so evident a success, doubtless its real triumph 
will be known only in eternity, where is recorded each sacrifice, 
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each act of devoted fidelity on the part of the members of the Eucha- 
ristic Guard, together with the blessings that have come to them and 
their families, yes, to the whole world, as a result. 

As we pay tribute to the members of the “Eucharistic Guard” 
of the Tucson Council of the Knights of Columbus, we cannot forego 
mentioning also the zeal and devotedness of the Sentinels of the Blessed 
Sacrament, the organization of women who have pledged themselves 
to keep one hour’s ado- 
ration a week, during 
the day, in our Perpet- 
ual Adoration Chapel 
at Tucson. These good 
women, with real sacri- 
fice, since the majority 
of them are housewives 
and working girls, have 
during the past year 
kept a total of 5,538 
hours of adoration in 
the Chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration, before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed. What a source 
of blessing to themselves 
and their families, and 
what a gratification to 
the Divine Heart of our 
Eucharistic Savior, out- 

Guards of Honor of the Divine King raged and neglected in 

the Sacrament of His 

Love, are these hours of prayer and recollection spent in the quiet 
atmosphere of the Adoration Chapel! 

Thus the tiny mustard seed of Eucharistic devotion planted with 
such faith in 1935, when the Shrine of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, 
Arizona was first opened, continues to grow and bear fruit, maturing 
a harvest which will be known in full only when the recording angels 
draw the curtains of time and throw open the doors of eternity. There 
these faithful adorers of our Eucharistic Savior will find registered 
in letters of gold the hours they have spent adoring their Hidden God 
and Savior beneath the lowly Eucharistic veils, and there will await 
them that blessed reward which “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor hath it entered into the mind of man to conceive.” 
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The Greatest Charity towards 
the Poor Souls 


—:<4— 


UTY, charity and self-interest prompt us to pray for the 

poor souls in purgatory. The infinite wisdom of God 
orders that we pray for the suffering souls. The Church 
urges us to be daily mindful of them and promises to 
us in turn the reward of those who show mercy. The virtue 
of Christian charity demands that we remember these afflicted members 
of Christ’s Mystical Body. And finally, when we pray for the poor 
souls, our own soul’s interest is fostered both through the practice of 
the sublime virtue of charity, which merits for us its own reward, 
and through the claim it gives us to the powerful intercession of 
those beloved children of God, who, though not able to help themselves, 
are able to petition God in behalf of their benefactors. 

Of all the ways by which we are enabled to assist the holy souls 
in purgatory, there is none more efficacious than the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, as the Council of Trent has expressly declared. Why this 
is so, is easily understood by all. For the Mass excels every prayer, 
even that of the greatest saint, or of the peerless Mother of God 
herself, offering with the greatest perfection the all-suficing merits of 
her Divine Son, because in the Sacrifice of the Mass, Jesus Christ 
Himself is the Priest and the Victim of Oblation. In His priestly 
robes He appears before the majesty of His Father and offers Himself, 
His most holy Life, Passion and Death in the unbloody renewal of 
Calvary’s Sacrifice. He prays for the expiation of the sins of mankind 
as if He were to say to His Father, “O Eternal Father, Thou hast 
declared Thyself well pleased with Me, with the atonements and suffer- 
ings whereby I have expiated in an infinite manner all the sins of 
men. Accept, then, I beseech Thee, the intense agony of My Heart 
and Soul in satisfaction for every turning away from Thee of the 
hearts of men. Accept the pain and sorrow of My Passion, the ignominy, 
and the opprobrious treatment accorded Me, in satisfaction for the 
sins of human pride. Accept My most holy prayers for the distracted 
prayers and irreverent behavior whereby Thou has been dishonored 
more than by forgetfulness. Behold My thorn-crowned head, and 
accept the atonements I thereby made for the sins of ambition, desire 
of revenge and all manner of sinful thoughts.” 

Undoubtedly to have Holy Masses offered for the relief of the 
suffering souls in purgatory is the most effective way of applying the 
merits of the Sacrifice to them. St. Leonard of Port Maurice says 
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that the Holy Sacrifice not only shortens the pains of the souls for 
whom it is offered, but affords immediate relief to them. Therefore, 
it is most praiseworthy to have Holy Masses offered for particular 
souls or for the souls in purgatory in general. In connection with 
having Holy Masses offered, it is customary for relatives or friends 
to have a series of Masses offered for thirty days for a newly deceased 
person. These Masses are known as the Gregorian Masses, because 
St. Gregory the Great, after the death of a certain religious, named 
Justus, caused thirty Holy Masses to be offered on consecutive days 
for the repose of his soul. When the last of the thirty Masses had 
been offered, the departed soul appeared to one of his fellow religious 
and revealed that he had been delivered from purgatory on the thirtieth 
day. The Congregation of Indulgences has declared the belief and 
confidence of the faithful in the efficacy of thirty successive Masses 
to be “pious and reasonable.” But this declaration does not, of course, 
justify any exaggerated claim that thereby a soul is infallibly released 
from purgatory, for the application of their merits rests wholly with 
God, and He alone knows how they are applied in each instance. 

Besides having Holy Masses offered for the poor souls, it is a 
most laudable practice of holy charity to assist at Holy Mass for the 
intention that the poor souls may find relief and deliverance thereby. 
Regarding the efficacy of the Mass in obtaining succor for the holy 
souls, St. Leonard, whom we quoted above, further says: “We may 
believe that at every Holy Mass, many souls issue forth from purgatory 
and enter paradise.” St. Jerome says, “The souls in purgatory are 
relieved during the Sacrifice offered up for their intention.” 

In addition, a person may offer up the Holy Sacrifice or assist 
at it in a spiritual manner when it is impossible for him to be actually 
present. And this means of participating in the Holy Sacrifice has 
the great advantage of enabling everyone to share in every Holy Mass 
that has been or will be offered. For God regards such interior desires 
of assisting at the Holy Sacrifice with as great pleasure and approbation 
as if one were able to be actually present, though, of course, this does 
not mean that we could satisfy our obligation of attending Holy Mass 
on Sundays and holydays by a mere desire to assist at the Holy Masses 
being offered, or that we derive as much merit by spiritual assistance 
as by actual assistance at the Holy Sacrifice. Let us, then, follow the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world whithersoever He 
goes, by frequently lifting up our thoughts for an instant to the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass which at every hour is offered up to God, and 
by a short mental act, offer up the Masses of the past, present and 
future for the poor souls as well as for our countless other intentions. 
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Favors from the Infant Jesus of Prague 
06°06" 


NE month ago I was hopelessly in debt with no possible 
prospects of the burden being lifted from my shoulders. 
One afternoon I found the mailman had brought my copy 
of your publication, ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ I read 
some of the favors that had been received through invoking the aid of 
the Infant Jesus of Prague. I resolved then to begin praying to the 
Divine Infant. I remembered that on a previous occasion you had sent 
me a booklet, ‘Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague,’ and I hunted it 
up. On May 20th, I began making daily visits to a convent here in 
our city where there is a shrine of the Divine Infant. Almost immedi- 
ately I could feel the helping hand of the Infant Jesus. In situations 
where I anticipated trouble, I was surprised at the ease with which I 
accomplished them. I knew that.my prayers were being heard. I con- 
tinued my visits, and on June 9th, I was rewarded by the Divine Infant 
with a sum of money large enough to pay all my debts and had some 
left over to buy things we needed. We now have a beautiful statue of 
the Infant of Prague in our home and we will continue to pray to Him 
as long as we live. I’m enclosing ten dollars in thanksgiving. I know 
space in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is limited, but publish this case 
if you can. I am also enclosing an extra dollar for some booklets.”’ 
—B. K., Jr., Albany, N. Y. 


“Please publish a very great favor from the Infant Jesus of Prague, 


the cure of one given up by the physicians.” 
—C. M., Hermosa Beach, Calif. 


“About two weeks ago I wrote asking prayers for my brother. I 
was almost desperate with worry over his drinking and being out of 
work, as well as because I myself had no work. Last Saturday your 
letter came enclosing a medal of the sweet Infant Jesus of Prague. I 
at once sewed it in his pocket, and on Sunday he went to Mass, after 
not having gone for many months. Tuesday evening he also went to 
Church services. I want to tell you how happy I am to witness this 
sudden miraculous change. But I have still another favor to add. It is 
that this week he has done very good business, the first in so long that 
I can no longer remember. What can I say about all this sudden im- 
provement since having recourse to the Infant Jesus of Prague?”’ 

—H. W., Jamaica Plain, Mass. 


“We had a neighbor whose wife was a Catholic, but he was not. 

He took sick December 28. On the last day of December his condition 

was very critical. I went to see him and took my statue over to his 

house. I gave him a medal of the Infant of Prague and one of St. Ger- 
trude. Three days later he was converted and died in a hospital.” 
Mrs, J. O., Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Our booklet, “Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague,”’ gives the 
history of this devotion, together with many favors and prayers. 10¢. 
Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
as ao Ti Daal 


The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 
aide ‘ 


HIS article of the Creed follows fittingly upon that treating of the 
Holy Ghost because of the intimate relation existing between the 
Church of Christ and His Divine Spirit, who exercises His sanc- 

tifying power through the holy Catholic Church. For, as we have seen 
in the explanation of the previous article, it is the Holy Spirit who in 
an invisible manner teaches, sanctifies and governs the Church and pre- 
serves her in all truth by His Divine indwelling. As Our Lord always 
allowed Himself to be guided by the Holy Ghost in His public ministry, 
so the Church was not to enter upon her work until after the descent 
of the Holy Ghost, but to exercise all the functions of her office under 
His influence. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ came into the world to redeem mankind 
from sin. By His sufferings and Death He paid the superabundant price 
of redemption and provided an infinite treasure of redeeming grace 
for sinful mankind. But He came not only to redeem men by His Pre- 
cious Blood, but also to teach them the way of salvation and to provide 
them with suitable means to attain eternal life. Moreover, it was His 
intention that this work should continue to the end of the world, for 
He came to save all men of all times. In order to accomplish this, it 
was necessary either that He Himself remain in the world and continue 
His saving mission, or that, upon leaving the world, He provide a 
means for the perpetuation of His work; for it was ordained by God 
that all who wished to be saved must accept in faith the teachings 
which Jesus Christ proclaimed, must make use of the means of grace 
which He supplied and must observe the commandments which He 
imposed. 

If, then, Christ wished to attain His end —the salvation of all 
men — He was bound to provide all men with the means to attain 
eternal salvation. This He did by the institution of His Church. Before 
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He ascended into heaven, He made provision for the preservation and 
propagation of His Divine word in all purity unto the end of time; He 
established a ministry which He endowed with Divine power, for the 
dispensing of His means of grace in all their fulness and for the pres- 
ervation and enforcement of His commandments in their full vigor. 
He founded an institution in which His revelations should be preserved 
intact, and by means of which the fruit of His redemptive work should 
be applied to all men of all times. He Himself called this institution 
His Church (Matt. xvi. 18; xviii. 17), and it was His will that all men 
should enter into this Church to be made partakers of His truth and 
His grace, and eventually of His eternal life. 

The Church founded by Christ continues His Divine work here 
below; it is the authentic depositary of the doctrine and the law of 
Christ, and the distributor of His graces among men. The Church is 
so intimately united with Christ that it may be truly said it js Christ 
living through the centuries. This Church is none other than the one, 
holy, Catholic and apostolic Church, recognizable by these distinctive 
marks as the true Church founded by Jesus Christ. 

The Church established by Christ is not confined to the visible 
Church on earth, but embraces also the saints and angels in heaven 
and the poor souls in purgatory. This trinity of the faithful .con- 
stitutes but one Church, although composed of three distinct elements: 
the Church Militant, consisting of the faithful on earth still striving 
after eternal salvation, the Church Suffering, consisting of the souls 
in purgatory whose salvation fs assured but who must expiate by suffer- 
ing the punishment still due for their sins, and the Church Triumphant, 
formed by the blessed in heaven. These three divisions of the Church 
form the Communion of Saints to which the ninth article of the Apostles’ 
Creed has reference, and of which we shall speak more in detail in the 
course of our explanation. 

The Church, as defined by the aeiiicliiat. is the congregation of 
all the faithful, who, being baptized, profess the same doctrine, partake 
of the same sacraments, and are governed by their lawful pastors under 
one visible Head, the Pope. It may be considered in a twofold aspect: 
(1) As a visible hierarchical society founded by Christ to continue His 
sanctifying mission here below; and (2) as an invisible society of the 
souls that share by Divine grace in the Sonship of Jesus Christ as 
members of His Mystical Body. We shall consider it under both of 
these aspects. ; 


I — The Church, a Visible Hierarchical Society 


The “Kingdom of Christ,” Foretold by the Prophets, 
Prefigured by Types 

Christ willed not only to proclaim His Divine truths to mankind 
and to send His representatives to continue this mission, but it was 
His purpose above all to establish upon earth a spiritual kingdom, and 
permanently to unite in this kingdom all who would accept His teach- 
ings. This design is clearly revealed in the Scriptures both of the Old 
and the New Testament. 
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In the Old Testament we find many types and figures of the Church. 
Prominent among them are the ark of Noe, the Chosen People, the 
Ark of the Covenant, the Temple of Jerusalem, the Synagogues, and 
Jerusalem, the Holy City. : 

The Prophets had repeatedly and solemnly foretold that the 
Messiah would establish a kingdom which should extend from sea to 
sea and to the ends of the earth; a kingdom which should never be 
destroyed, but should stand forever. St. John the Baptist, preaching 
in the desert of Judea, exhorted the people: ‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Matt. ili. 1), by which he signified the Church 
which Christ would establish. And Christ Himself often spoke of the 
Church as His kingdom, the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God. 
He said, indeed, ‘‘My kingdom is not of this world” (John xviii. 36), 
but by this He would have it understood that whilst His kingdom is 
in the world, it is not of the world and does not partake of the world’s 
spirit. 

When He spoke to the people in parables, He frequently presented 
various figures of His Church, which He referred to as ‘“‘the kingdom 
of heaven.’”’ In the parables of the sower, whose seed fell on different 
kinds of ground and brought forth fruit in corresponding degrees; of 
the man who sowed good seed in his field, which an enemy secretly 
oversowed with weeds; of the grain of mustard seed, of the leaven, 
of the pearl of great price, of the fishing net which drew in fishes of 
every kind, both good and bad, all of which are related in the 13th 
chapter of the Gospel of’ St. Matthew, it is clear that He is speaking 
not of the celestial kingdom where the Triune God reigns in glory, but 
of a spiritual kingdom on earth in which the imperfect element exists 
side by side with the perfect — a kingdom in which human imperfection 
is mingled with the perfection of the Divine. And this kingdom is no 
other than His Church, which He promised to build upon the rock of 
Peter and to render impregnable against the powers of hell. 


Organization of the Church 


Having come upon earth in the form of man, as a visible Redeemer, 
we would naturally expect that the means wherewith Christ would 
perpetuate His work of salvation down through the ages would likewise 
be of a visible nature. This expectation we find fulfilled in the manner 
in which He organized His Church. Since His Church was to be 
composed of human beings, who are visible, He ordained a visible 
sign by which they should be received into it (baptism), He appointed 
visible leaders and teachers, He directed the people to hear them and 
to be subject to them. All this makes it clear beyond doubt that it 
was the intention of Christ to found a real society, visible and perfect 
in all its details. As behooved His Divine Wisdom, He organized it 
in a perfect manner, so that it might fulfil its sublime office throughout 
all ages. This perfect organization is apparent in the Church from 
its very beginning and is one of the characteristics which have made 
it outstanding to the present day among all human societies. 

As long as Our Savior sojourned upon earth, He, the Anointed of 
God, exercised the threefold office of prophet, priest and king — that 
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is, of teacher, high priest and pastor. Before withdrawing His visible 
presence from the world, He chose men as His representatives to exer- 
cise this threefold office in His Church. With this object in view, He 
communicated to His Apostles the power and the mission which He 
had received from His Father. 

As we learn from Holy Scripture, Christ chose twelve disciples at 
the beginning of His public ministry and made them witnesses of all 
He did and taught. He trained them in apostolic work, invested them 
with special powers, and before ascending into heaven, solemnly com- 
missioned them to go forth in His name to carry His message to all 
mankind. “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to Me,” 
He said. ‘Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you all days, even unto the consummation of the world” 
(Matt. xxviii. 18-21). 

On a previous occasion He had said to them: “As the Father 
has sent Me, I also send you,’’ and breathing upon them, had added: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit; whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven 
them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained’’ (John xx. 
22, 23). 

The Teaching, Priestly and Pastoral Office 


In the words “‘preach the Gospel to every creature’ (Mark. xvi. 
16), “‘make disciples of all nations’’ (Matt. xxviii. 19), was contained 
the definite and solemn conferring of the teaching office, so that each 
Apostle could say in truth, as did St. Paul in his Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, “On behalf of Christ we are acting as ambassadors, God, as 
it were, appealing through us’’ (2 Cor. v. 20). 

Christ, therefore, did not leave His Divine doctrine to the whims of 
men or to the uncertainties of fate, but placed it as a precious treasure 
in the secure keeping of a well-established teaching body, to which 
He promised a special Divine assistance to preserve it from error in 
proclaiming His doctrine. (John xiv. 16, 17; 26; xv. 26, 27; Actsi. 8.) 
Obviously He intended that His doctrine should be perpetuated’ by a 
living teacher — not by the dead letter of a lifeless book. He inspired 
the sacred writeés to record certain doctrines, but He intended that 
these writings should be‘ interpreted by a duly authorized body of 
teachers. And to show that this Divine commission extended also to 
the successors of the Apostles, He said: ‘‘And behold, I am with you 
all days, even unto the consummation of the world.” 

This teaching office consists in the power and the duty to preach 
the word of God, and to propagate it so that all men may come to 
the knowledge of the true God and of Jesus Christ, the: Eternal Truth, 
whom He sent into the world. To this teaching office belongs also the 
the power and the duty to preserve the faithful from error, to condemn 
heresies, and to decide religious controversies. It was exercised in 
this manner by the Apostles, and has been so exercised by their suc- 
cessors down through the centuries. 

As Christ instituted a special teaching body for the purpose of 
preserving and proclaiming His doctrines in all their original purity 
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and vigor, so also He established a priesthood to offer the Sacrifice of 
the New Law, to administer the sacraments and to dispense the treasures 
of grace which He had acquired. This priesthood He likewise confided 
to His Apostles and their lawfully ordained successors, when. He said 
to them: “Baptize...’’ ‘‘Whose sins you shall forgive...’’ and, at 
the Last Supper, “Do this in commemoration of Me...” 

Christ further established in His Church a pastoral office, a govern- 
ing body to rule and direct His flock. As no society can exist or function 
without a duly authorized leader to govern its members and its affairs, 
so neither could the Church, the most perfect of all societies, fulfil 
its sublime functions without a governing body to direct its members 
and its activities. This power Christ conferred by the words: ‘Teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matt. xxviii. 20), 
which signify that each one of the Apostles received the power to 
govern the people converted to Christianity. 

Finally, in order that they might preserve unity and accomplish 
successfully the work assigned to them, Christ gave to His Apostles 
a visible head whom He vested with supreme authority and made the 
primate of the Apostles, — namely, St. Peter. In him was vested the 
supreme power as the visible representative of Christ, and this power 
is necessarily transmitted to his lawful successors, for Christ wishes 


that the sacred office of Peter be perpetuated to the end of time. 
To be continued. 


CidtochOnkacPOX COMODO 


The moiber of. God at the Bedside Sn. 
of the Dying Ye 





Holy' Mary, Mother of God, pray 
‘for us sinners, now and at the hour 
of our:death. Amen. 


N the words of Father*Faber, “To pray for the dying is an 
f act of charity which the Mother of God taught us when 
she stood beneath the Cross of her Son.” We know that 
there is no hour of the day or night in which death does 
.,!,not.make its visitations. How many souls, perhaps even 
islaoile of ours, are at this moment in the agony of death! And for 
how many does the Beatific Vision still hang uncertainly in the balance 
of Divine Justice! Let us be mindful of all that Mary has done for 
these souls, and continues to do without ceasing, until their eternal 
salvation is assured. In accordance with the lot of mortal flesh, Mary 
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herself experienced death, a most blessed death, by which she merited 
to assist the dying by her powerful intercession. Let us then commend 
to her care the dying, in order that her maternal heart may obtain 
for them perseverance in their last strife. 

The deathbed is the favorite resort of the Ever-Blessed Virgin. 
There in particular she appears to speak the word that determines the 
particular judgment of souls. There she labors visibly in co-operation 
with Jesus for the salvation of men, for does she not know the value 
of a human soul, bought with the Precious Blood of her Divine Son? 
But she also begs our co-operation in the union of our prayers with 
hers. By the Divine Maternity of Mary, all the dying are our brothers 
and sisters; for this reason, the welfare of these souls is also our 
concern, and if their salvation is in danger, we must be doubly solicitous 
for them. 

But of all the dying, are not those most in need of our prayers 
who die without the sacraments, after having been a long time away 
from them? Their last hour is all the darker because it is unillumined 
by any ray of faith. For them our petitions must be the more fervent 
because in this instance there is question of seeking not an ordinary 
but an extraordinary grace. 

We must ever remember that some day our last hour will also 
strike. One day we, too, shall be reduced to that critical condition and 
shall experience an inexpressible need for the help of the prayers of 
our friends and relatives. In no way can we better prepare for a happy 
death for ourselves than to pray daily for the dying. Mary watched 
with loving care at the bedside of St. Joseph when he peacefully 
breathed his last. She assisted at the death of her Divine Son, impelled 
not only by a mother’s love, but also by the desire of Jesus. Since 
then she has assisted millions of dying. In imitation of her, we should 
also be zealous in employing the means which the Church offers us 
for the assistance of the dying. Let us daily accompany our Blessed 
Mother in spirit to the bedsides of the dying, and unite our prayers 
with hers in order to bring them aid and comfort in their great hour 
of need. 


Our Lady of a Happy Death 


Today how many souls are at every hour plunged suddenly into 
eternity by reason of the deadly warfare in which so many nations 
are engaged! Do not the many souls exposed to grave danger need 
the help of Heaven, the intercession of Mary, to be ready at every 
moment for the sacrifice of their lives? In our times there has been 
instituted what the Sovereign Pontiffs who approved it have been pleased 
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to call a “providential apostleship.” It is a pious league for all, 
which perfectly meets the demands of the present time. This league 
is known as the “Association of Our Lady of a Happy Death,” or the 
“Apostleship of Salvation.” By mere enrollment a person is placed 
under the powerful protection of the Blessed Mother of God, and 
membership is accessible to everyone. Simple enrollment constitutes 
the first degree of membership. To belong to the second degree, a 
person must be enrolled and recite the Hail Mary morning and evening, 
together with the invocation; “Our Lady of a Happy Death, pray for 
us.” To this ejaculation there is attached an indulgence of 300 days 
each time. The third degree of membership enjoins enrollment, the 
recitation of the Hail Mary three times and the ejaculation as noted 
above, an examination of conscience every evening, a monthly retreat 
and preparation for death. No fee is required for enrollment, but 
any offering one wishes to make towards covering expenses is acceptable. 
There are many indulgences connected with membership in the pious 
Association of Our Lady of a Happy Death. 

The members of the League are urged to pray frequently for asso- 
ciates and to have recourse in particular to the Mother of Sorrows. 
It is praiseworthy to have the holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered for the 
dying and for the intentions of the League. Likewise zealous members 
will interest themselves in visiting the sick and procuring for them 
the last sacraments if they should be in danger of death. 


If you are interested in the Association of a Happy Death, further 
information may be obtained from the Rev. Director, 


Rev. Cyril Mitera, O.F.M. Or from: Rev. Fintan, 0.S.B. 
Ben Avon, Pittsburgh, Pa. 720 St. Bernard Ave., 
New Orleans, La. 


Leaflets of information may be procured in English, Polish, or German. 








Long may our land Protect us by Thy 


be bright might, 
With freedom’s holy Great God, our 
light, King. 
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Little [rovers’ [reague 


> CO CF 


E HOPE all our dear little friends are having a pleasant 

vacation and that the carefree summer days are making 
you strong in mind and body for the next school year. 
You will be happy to know that eight Little Lovers 
from far-away Newfoundland have recently joined our 
League. They were enrolled as new members on the 
Feast of St. Norbert, whose great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 
we read about in the June “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ During the 
last school year, 168 new members have pledged themselves to practice 
special devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and to Our Lady by becoming 
Eucharistic Knights and Handmaids in one of the five degrees of 
membership, or, if they have not made their First Holy Communion, 
by joining as Pages or Sentinels. St. Mary’s School, Sandusky, Ohio, 
has the record of having enrolled the most new members. We hope 
each dear Knight and Handmaid is being very fervent in fulfilling his 
or her pledge of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and practicing the 
virtue recommended each month. We are looking forward to hearing 
from you when vacation is over. Perhaps you would like to tell us 
how you spent your vacation. Then we will publish the most interest- 
ing letter. This month we are going to tell you about a saint from 
whose life you can learn many helpful lessons. 


St. Rose of Lima 


IMA, the capital of Peru and one of the largest cities on the 
South American continent, is situated in a delightful spot near the 
Pacific Ocean, not far from the great range of the Andes Moun- 

tains. On the 20th of April, in the year 1586, this city was privileged 
to be the birthplace of a child who is now numbered among the saints 
of God, St. Rose of Lima. The parents of St. Rose were.Spanish, but 
St. Rose was born, lived and died in the land of America, and for 
this reason we claim her as the first American saint. When little Rose 
was baptized she received the name of Isabel, but one day her mother 
noticed an impression of a rose on her face and changed her name to 
Rose. But the little girl was later troubled over her name, because 
she feared her mother had given it to her through vanity. So she prayed 
to the Blessed Virgin, who consoled her, saying that the name of Rose 
was pleasing to her and to Our Lord, and that in the future she should 
be called Rose of St. Mary. Little Rose had a very tender devotion to 
the Blessed Mother and placed her fullest confidence in her. When 
any doubt arose in her mind what she should do in any particular 
case, she would ask counsel of the Blessed Mother of God. 
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From her earliest years little Rose had many: sufferings, but she 
never complained. When she was only three months old the heavy 
lid of a chest fell on her thumb, but she didnot cry. The accident 
later caused the thumb to become so sore that the nail had to be pulled 
out with a pair of pincers, but the brave little child did not draw back 
or make the slightest complaint, though the pain must have been very 
great. 

One of the most beautiful of little Rose’s virtues was her perfect 
obedience. She always did exactly as she was told. Once her mother 
told her to embroider some flowers on a piece of linen, but told her 
to do it in a certain way which would cause the flowers to be on the 
wrong side, just to see how obedient little Rose would be. Rose knew 
she would have to do the work over, but she did just as she was told. 
When her mother pretended to be angry, she did not excuse herself: 

Little Rose was called an “angel of charity,” because of her tender 
devotion in taking care of her father and mother when they were sick, 
and also because she loved to visit the sick and bring them alms. 
People knew how charitable Rose was and would give her money to 
assist the poor. One day she gave a poor woman a cloak belonging 
to her mother, and when her mother reproved her, Rose assured her 
that they would not suffer from this act of charity. True enough, in 
a few days the family received a present much more valuable than 
the cloak she had given away. 

Little Rose’s heart was always turned toward God. Her great 
desire was to give more praise to God than anyone on earth. Sometimes 
she would have a contest with a little bird. The bird would come at 
sunset and sit on the window sill and sing beautiful songs in honor 
of its Creator. Then Rose would begin God’s praises in a sweet voice, 
and thus the little bird and the saintly child would try to outdo one 
another in praising God. 

The Child Jesus often came to Rose during her work, and es 
would speak to each other of the desires of their hearts and tell one 
another their troubles. Once St. Rose complained to the Little Jesus 
that someone had picked some of her most beautiful flowers. The 
Divine Child answered: “I am the guilty one. I was jealous of your 
love and did not like to see you bestow it on the flowers.” The Child 
Jesus and little Rose would sit on a bench in the garden like brother 
and sister, and sometimes Jesus would even sit on Rose’s knee. Some- 
times He would gather flowers and lay them in Rose’s lap. Then 
she would twine a wreath and place it on the head of the Divine Child, 
but Jesus would place it upon the brow of little Rose and say, “No, 
My little spouse. The roses are for you; for Me, the crown of thorns!” 
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Although little Rose’s parents were descended from the Spanish 
nobility they were no longer wealthly, so Rose helped support the 
family by doing needlework and by raising flowers to sell. She wanted 
to enter a convent, but instead joined the Third Order of St. Dominic 
because thus she could still live with her parents and help them in 
their needs, while at the same time she could live a religious life. She 
did not care for the pleasures of the world, but spent much of her 
time in prayer in a little oratory which she had built in the garden. 

St. Rose died on August 24, 1617, when she was thirty-one years 
old. All the people of Lima felt great sorrow. Fifty-four years after 
her death, Pope Clement X declared her a saint and appointed the 
30th day of August for her feast. 

Practice: August is the month of the Most Pure Heart of Mary. 


Let us imitate St. Rose in asking the Blessed Virgin to help us in all 
our difficulties and especially in keeping our hearts pure. 


+ 
Aspiration: O Most Pure Heart of Mary, obtain for me from Jesus 
purity and humility of heart. 





The Best Gift — for Men in Service 


A SPIRITUAL BOUQUET of Holy Masses, Communions and 
prayers offered for him will be appreciated more than any other gift 
by your 


Fatber — Husband — Son — Brotber — Friend 


this Christmas. You will need to sTART NOW to gather your spiritual 
“blossoms” to have the bouquet ready in time to reach him for Christ- 
mas — especially if he is overseas. 


We have beautiful spiritual bouquet folders lithographed in 
delicate colors, furnished with envelopes, at the low price of 5¢ each 
or 14 for 50¢. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Castnate ~~ Antiey 2008 


The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary — St. Bernard, the 
“‘Honey-Mouthed”’ Doctor of the Church — A Grandprincess and a 
Crown —A Sacred Calling — Our Faithful Knights of the Blessed 
Sacrament — The Greatest Charity towards the Poor Souls — Favors 
from the Infant Jesus of Prague — Know and Explain Your Catholic 
Faith — The Mother of God at the Bedside of the Dying — Little 
Lovers’ League. 








Prove Their Merits for Yourself 


woe Gee 


HE little books from your convent are the most inspiring 


I have ever read. I enjoy reading them over and 
over." — This is a comment from one of the readers 


of our publications, but there is no better way to as- 
certain the truth than to send for them, and prove 
their merits for yourself. The following are four of 
our newest booklets: — 





Sacramentals — A very practical and interesting explanation of sacra- 
mentals in general, with a helpful discussion of those most 
commonly used, namely: The Crucifix; the Sign of the Cross; Holy 
Water; Blessed Candles; Blessed Palm; Scapulars; Medals. Will help 
Catholics to use these sacramentals more intelligently and therefore 
also more profitably. 10¢ 





United in Christ — Treats of both the doctrinal and practical aspects of 
Christian marriage, and abounds in solid counsel and 
instruction for those contemplating marriage. Contains the marriage 
service and Nuptial Mass. An excellent booklet to give a prospective 
bride or groom, especially if a mixed marriage is contemplated. Also 
very suitable for non-Catholics attending Catholic weddings. 10¢ 





The Divine Drama — A beautiful appreciation of Holy Mass written in 
blank verse by a priest. Sublime doctrinal truths 
are presented in inspiring language and vivid imagery. An appendix 
in prose and a short glossary explaining Scriptural references or 
unfamiliar terms will help the reader to appreciate. this modern Classic. 
Recommended also for use in advanced classes in literature. 10¢ 





Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary — A_ collection of 

; prayers drawn 
from the Church’s liturgy and arranged for triduums and novenas in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin. Among the feasts of Mary for the month 
of August will be found those of Our Lady of Snows, Refuge of Sinners, 
the Assumption, and Health of the Sick. Contains also a brief expla- 
nation of the “True Devotion” of Blessed De Montfort, and many 
beautiful prayers. 128 pages. 15¢ 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Uphold Cheir Morale 
and Cheir Morals 


D HY not second the efforts of the zealous chaplains in 
our army and navy by supplying Catholic literature 
for the men in service? The opportunity for stimu- 
lating interest in religious truths has never been greater 
than in these days when faith is a primary need. A 

timely, interesting pamphlet can do a vast amount of good both for 
Catholics and non-Catholics. Reports of daily conversions of the 
latter reveal that the harvest fields are ripe. 


Our collection of publications includes inspiring pamphlets to: — 


1. Strengthen the faith of Catholics. 
2. Help bring the light to souls groping for faith. 
3. Encourage the apprehensive. 
4. Provide recreational reading. 
5. Prepare for the supreme sacrifice of life. 
6. Console the sorrowful. 
7. Support the tempted. 
8. Instruct recruits. 


A Complete Set of 70 Booklets, worth $6.60, will be sent to 
any address for $5.00, and 10¢ additional postage. If you wish, we 
will select a Catholic Chaplain from the many we have listed, and 
will send him your gift of booklets for the men in camp. 


An Appreciation 


OUR booklets. are little missionaries doing a big job for God 
and for souls,” comments a friend. Chaplains also assure 
us that pamphlets are preferred by the men in National Defense, 
Units to any other kind of reading matter. (Glen fopfier, P43 Wallaon 


Send Orders to: — ‘ 9) 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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